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THURSDAY, Famsary 30, 1752,

From the Geatleman's Magazliae, for duguft, 1751.
- Mr. Urpan, . - 2
-NOW fend you, according to your Defire,
a further Account of Fedediah Buxton, whom
© X found to be a very illiterate Man; I exa:
~mined him with Regard to his Manner of
- Life, and I was told he labouted hard for
his Livelihood, having a Wife and Daughter at
Bimten, fix Miles Eat of Cbeflerfield in Derbyjbire ;
I perceive he has a good Notion of the Square,
loog, Triangle, and Circle. The firft %cﬁion
I propofed was as follows: Admita Field 423
Yards long and 383 wide, Whnat was the area ?
After I had read the Figures to him ditinQly, he
gave me the true Produ&, wiz. 162009 Yards, in
two Minutes, for I obferved by my Watch how
long ‘eévery Operation took him. I then afked
him bow many Acres the aforefaid Field meafured ?
In 11 Minutes-he told me 33 Acres, 1 Rood, 35
Perches, 20 Yards, ard a Quarter jut, I then
propofed to him, how many Barlev Corns would
reach 8 Miles? In a Minute and half he anfwered
1520640 Barley Corns. He isthe floweft in find-
ing the area of a Circle, but yet he finds it very
near the Truth, though he don’t ufe the Mathe-
matical Rules. Allowing the Diftance between
York and London to be’zog Miles, I afked him how
many Times a Coach-wheel turned round in that
Diflance, allowing the Wheel’s Circumference to
be fix Yards? In 13 Minotes he anfwered 59840
Times. The next Propofition was, a T'uk or Bin
346 Inches long, 256 Inches wide, 94 Iaches
deep, how many Gallons Liquid Meafure and
what Corn will it hold? Anfwer, 3,454,464 folid
Inches, or, 1,768,685,568 Half Quarters of folid
Inches, making 12,249,872 Gallons Liquid Mea
fure, or 12249 Gallons, 3 Quarts, 34 lnches and

& & half; or it will hold 191 Quarters, 3 Bufhels,

2 balf remainder.
2]
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3 Quarterns, a half Quartern, 34 Inches acd a

Agtin, fuppofe a Canal was to be dug 426 Feet
long, 263 wide, and 2.Peet and a half deep, how
many Cubical Yards of Earth to be removed ?
After paufing a Quarter of an Hour he anfwered,
10373 Yards 24 Feet. He will talk with you

freely whilft he 1s doing his Quettions, it being no |

Moleftation or Hindrance to him, but enough to
confound a Penman. His ‘Memory is fo grear,
that he can leave off and reaflume the Op:ration
aeain, at a Week, Month, or at everal Months
End ; he calls his Figuresall by their proper Names,
and is very ready at naming them either backwards
or forwards. From May 17, 10 H. A. M. 1725,
ke told me he was drunk (t0 make ufe of his Ex
preflion) with reckooing by his Memory till Fune
16 following, and thea flept foundly feven Hours,
but will never attempt fo mach reckoning again,
for fear 6f falling into the fame Dilemma. i fup.
fe what-he ‘means by his being drunk, was his.
¢ing fo much Rupified with Thoaght, as rendered
him incapable of Bufinefs ; when it may weil be
faid Negne Pty meque mens [atis funm oficium facit.
But, to proceed further with this wacommon
Man, 1 was led by Curiofity to know whit Que
flion it was that caufed his Drankenrefs 5 to walch,
he replied, .in .anfwering. the. following Queftion.
In z02,680,000,365 Miles, afid each Mufe réck.
onéd to . be :Cubical, . how many Barley Corns;
Vetches, Peas,, Wheas, Oats, ‘Rye, Beans, . Lin-
tels, and fow. many Hairs, cach an Inch long,
would §ill that Space, retkonjn 48 Hairs in bread
to an :Inchon the flat,. lh%ou!d-th,mmbe {o..
I fhall here fnioin his Table of Meafures, .which
he founded oni infent, L O e
+ ‘zoo-Barley Cbrag. =" ' ‘
" 300 Wheat: Cozas '

coty e AR

1513 Rye Comd
5803{& B oaaatng
oo Pexd - i gl
723 Regrig'z. - 1oL
© 8o Metchée!! w1 i 1cas

17001&&““ heeisdyt sd
#3504\ Hairs' v Inchi loag * §-

Erom which he calculated the following Refult :
14 Thoufand, g3 Millions, 420 Thoofard, g36,
Quarters, 1 Bothel, 1 Peck, 1 Quartern, 3 Pints,
and 5 and a Quarter folid Inches of one Sort of
Grain, are contain’d in ore folid Mile; or
Thoufand, 451 Millions, 776 Thoufand Yards in
a Cubical Mule, being 254 Millions of Millions,
358 Thoufand, 61 Millioss, and 56 Thoufand
Inches in a Cubical Mile; and if every Hair be an
Inch long, and 2304 Hairs a Cubical Inch, then

86 Thoufand, 40 Millions of Millions, 972
T'bavfand, 673 Millions, and 24 Thoufard, will
fill the Space of a Cubical Mile: But if a Hair be
no lozger than it is broad, he then found that there
would be 28 Tribes, 129 Thoafand, 966 Millions
of Milliors, 688 Thoufind, 305 Muilions, and
152 Thoufand Hairs, to fill the Space of a Cubi-
, cal Mile.

As we are come to that Notation where he in-
troduces the Word Tribe, it will be proper to fet
down that ProlixNumber,arifing from 1 4oNails dou-
bled at a Fartning a Nail, which he reacsthus:

725 Tribes of Tribey,

958 Thouf. of Mill. of Mill. of Tribes,
238 Millions of Millions of Tribes,

096 Thoufand Millions of Tribes,

o74 Millions of Tribes,

607 Thoufind Tribes,

6'52
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868 Tribes, 4
531 Thoufard Millions of Milliors, -
656 Millions of Miilions, .
993 Thoufand Millions, 5
638 Millions, 5
851 Thoufinds, )
1c6 Pounds, z Shiltings, and 8 Pence.

For the Truth of which I leave thofe Gen-
tlemen that have Leifure and Curiofity to try
it. b

I fhall only mention one Thing more with Re-
%ard to this Man's Memcry, and it fhall be in
quarirg the above Number. Now you fee be is
to multiply 39 Figures by 39 Figures, and all by
the Strength of bis Memcry, without having Re-
courfe to human Affiftance, ‘or Pen, Ink, and Pa-
per. "What a predigious Tafk muft this be to be
operated by “the Head only, which he certainly
performed, and after two Months and a balf, be
brings the following Anfwer, omitting the odd
‘2 4. §4d. which he reads tbus :

527 Tribey of Tribes'of Cramps

o1s Thouf. Mill, of Mill. Trib. of Cramps
363 Miiliobs of Millior§ Tribés of Cramps
459 Thoafand Millions Tribes of Cramps
557 Millions of Tribes of Cramps

85 Thoufand Tribes of Cramps
g;; Tribes of Cramps . -
733 Thouland Millions of MiTlions of Cramps
42 _Millignt ‘of Millions of Crasnps
23'8 .Thouland Millions of Cramps
591 Millions of Cramps
721 Thoufand Cramgs
213. Cranips
298 Tribes of Tribes ) .
966 Thoufand Million of Millions of Tribes
079 Millions of Millions of Tribés
30;"[};%‘9.&“(1 illions of Tribes
pegeioel e e

: ed, Tribes )

389 Thoufand -Millicns of Millions,
493 . Millions of Millions.
251, Thouland ‘of Millions |

3~ )
;

2his

oo ke C R B

&7 Milions, . -,

© ftitled to this

-

I was vaRly furprized at the Quicknefs as well
as the Extenfivenels of this poor Man's Memory,
and I do affure you, Sir, that he coes ail that [
have above recited by the Head without Pen, Ink,
or Paper ; for 1am now thoroughly convinced that
he is ro Impoflor, or makes ufe of any Ar:s or
Infinuatiors to deceive, as I firlt immagined when
1 heard of him: Oh the Depth of heman Pene-
tration ! - i

I'don’t find, in Hiftory, any Man’s Memory to
be compired with this Jedediab Buxten's, Seme.
¢a, indeed, gives us an Account of his own Me-
mory, as 3 Miracle in thofe Times, which I chufe -
to fend you in his own Words : Hanc [memorizm)
aliguands in me florniffe, ut mon temtum ad ufum
Julficeret, fed in miraculum ufque procederet, non
nego.  Nam et 2000 mominum recitata, qus ordime
erant difla, riddebam: Et ab bis qui ad audiendum
preceprorem nofirum convenerunt, fingules werfus a
Singulis datos, cum plures quam 200 efficerentar, ab
u.timo incigiens ufque ad primum recitabam. This
is the oniy Inftance [ can find as a Competitor (o
this our Author. I appeal to any Perfon however
well converfant in Figures, whether to multiply
by 20 or 30 Figures by the Head, or divide by
the fame, which is cqual to him, te not an ardu-
ous Tefk, and whether this poor Man be . not

Rara awis in terris, nigreque fimillima cygro.

Yours, &c.

Haughton Park. T. HorLipaY,

N AP LES, Sctember 7.
HE Algerine Corfairs having lately appear-

I ed again in great Numbers upon the Coalt
of this Kiogdom, ana taken one of our Merchant-
men acd a Genoefe Pink.  Orders are given for all
the armed Veflels in this Port to put to Sea imme-
diately on a Cruize againit them.

Rome, Segt. 7. The Pope has been in a very
bad State of Health thefe feveral Days palt, and
now his Legs are {welled to fuch a Degree, that
he is forced to keep his Bed. We are much alar-
med at it, for fuch is our Affedtion for this Pontiff,
that we dare fay every Body prays for his Reco-
very, except a few who may gc ambitiousto fuc-
ceed him.

Madrid, Sept. 7. The Court has Advice, by
Exprefs, that a Barbary Galliot was taken the 17th
of lalt Month off Ik za by a Xcbeck belongirg to
that Port, after a very obftinate Engagement, in
which  feveral Mcors were kili'd, and the relt
made Slaves.

Hamburgh, Sept. 18,  The lat Letters from
Stockhoim advife, that M. Wickman, who was
brought over from Finland fome Months ago, and
committed to Prifon- for holding treafopable Cor-
refpondences, was publicly beheaded the r1th In-

Rant ; and the Day bgfore his Execution fix Perfors

convied of defigring to fet Fire to the City cf
Stockholm, were fent to the Gallies at Marftand.

Copenbagen, Sept. 25. We have: received the
bad &cws of the Damage wh'ch the late Tempefts
have cccafioned on the Coal's of the Duchy of
Holftein ard the County of Delmenhorlt. The
Dykes have been broken in feveral Places, the
" whole Country was qQveiflowed; -and many People
perithed, together with a~great Number of Caule.
We alfo hear that feveral Ships were wreck’d on
the Coaft. . "

Paris, Sept. 24. His Majefty, as a Mark of
his Complacency 1n the Joy which his Pcople have
exprefled at the late happy Event, bas.remitted
four Millions upon the Land Tax.

Purfuant to the King's gracicus Intentjons fig-
nified to all the Corporations of the Kingdam, for
a more beneficialExpendure of the Moneys¥efign’d
for Rejoicings on the Birth of the Duke q; ut-
guady, the Magiftracy of Paris have refolved to

rtion 600 Girls with 6co Livres vach,.with a° -
Ks«mng Suit to the Bridegroom, and the seceflury

of the Marriage defray’d.  The Gicls-in-

Privjlege ar¢ to be the _Da‘ugp_\gfj of .

- g peor




